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SUB J : COMBODIAN REFUGEES 

REF A. BOGOTA 4209 B. STATE 108703 C. GENEVA 3347 

1. LOCAL UNHCR REP URRUTIA CALLED EMB ON MAY 12 TO DISCUSS 
SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN MESSAGE OF MAY 8. 

2. URRUTIA STATED THAT THE COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD BE WILLING 
TO ALLOW THE PERSONNEL OF THE CAMBODIAN EMB TO REMAIN IN COLOMBIA. 
URRUTIA POINTED OUT, HOWEVER THAT SUCH GOC PERMISSION DOES NOT PRO- 
VIDE A DEFINITIVE SOLUTION FOR THE PROBLEMS FACED BY AMB VUTTHI 

AND HIS STAFF. THE LACK OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES, URRUTIA SAID, 
WAS SUCH AS TO PRECLUDE THE LIKELIHOOD OF SUCCESSFUL SETTLEMENT 
IN COLOMBIA. 

3. URRUTIA POINTED OUT THAT OF THE APPROX THREE THOUSAND CHILEANS 
WHO CAME TO COLOMBUX AFTER THE OVERTHROW OF THE ALLENDE REGIME, 
ALL BUT FIVE HUNDRED HAD LEFT, LARGELY FOR LACK OF EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES. URRUTIA NOTED THAT THIS SITUATION PREVAILED DES- 
PITE THE LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL ADVANTAGES HELD BY THE CHILEANS, 

IN CONTRAST TO THE CAMBODIAN DIPLOMATS. 
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4. LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD, URRUTIA SAID THAT HE WAS LOOKING INTO 
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THE POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT OF SOME CAMBODIAN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 
IN COLOMBIA'S COASTAL REGION, WHERE SIMILARITIES OF CLIMATE AND 
CROPS MIGHT WORK TO ADVANTAGE OF SUCH SETTLEMENT. HE WAS QUICK 
TO POINT OUT, HOWEVER THAT THIS LONG RANGE PROPOSAL WOULD HAVE NO 
APPLICABILITY TO THE PRESENT PROBLEMS OF THE CAMBODIAN EMB STAFF. 

5. AS POINTED OUT IN REF A THE CAMBODIAN AMB HAS BEEN DILIGENT 
IN EFFORTS TO OBTAIN PERMISSION FOR LOCAL RESETTLEMENT. 

URRUTIA'S OBSERVATONS, HOWEVER STRONGLY INDICATE THAT LOCAL 
RESETTLEMENT IS NOT A REALISTIC COURSE FOR THIS PARTICULAR GROUP. 
VAKY 
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